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one third of a point for each unknown bird. The sum of these points is the attractiveness score for
the habitat Since almost one fourth of the birds were classified as unknown, I felt they needed to
be figured into the attractiveness score. The one third fraction was chosen because lll:anyof the
birds were likely to be previously identified birds and would have only contributed to a maximum
of two points of difference. By assigning each unknown more than a third of a point, I would be
overcompensating for their occurrences.

HabitatType Attractiveness Score

Coastal Scrub 40.3
Old Eucalyptus 28.6
Young Eucalyptus 23.3
Monterey Pine 22.3
Riparian 22.0

Table 2. Summary of attractiveness calculation,

- Note: Calculation of attractiveness scores is provided .
in Appendix 1 at the end of this report.

Discussion
In this section, the data presented in the tables above are used as the basis for a discussion of

avian habitat use in the Claremont Canyon study area. The discussion begins with a comparison
of the species found by this study to those found in both the Stebbins (1975) and EBRPD (1985)
studies in order to define the group of birds identified and account for the smaller number of
identified species in this study. Next, the attractiveness ranking, as presented in Table 2, is
examined in thecontext of ecological factors influencing the area, The section finishes with a short
discussion of methodological problems and how they may have altered the results of this study .

.A comparison of the list of species in Table 1 to those in the EBRPD (1985) and the Stebbins'
(1975) studies indicates that the species identified in this study represent a large proportion of the
.resident species, or those commonly found in Claremont Canyon throughout the year. Seventy-
five percent of the species identified in this study were classified as "common" species for
Claremont Canyon in the EBRPD study. Of these species, 78 percent were further classified as
"residents." Stebbins classified 70 percent of the species identified in this study as "moderate" or
"great" users of at least one of the habitats. Three species identified by my study were either
classified as rare or were not listed in the other two studies. These species, the black-shouldered
kite (Parus pubescens),pygmy nuthatch (Sitta pygmatea), and Swainson's hawk (Buteo
swainsoni), were seen very few times and may have been improper identifications. Their
contribution to the overall computation of attractiveness and the list of species is small.














